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18 Nov 2001
Carte Blanche reported on the 

Kruger Park fire disaster

2003
Met up with Hein Vosloofrom 

Eskom who become a champion 
for AFIS

2004
Visit Norway for inception 
testing of the 1st MODIS 

receiving station. Sponsored by 
Deptof Agriculture

2006
AFIS was integrated in to the 

SABC Weather Report

Development of NOAA-AVHRR 
processing system at ARC-ISCW

2008
Eskom funded the acquisition of 
a 2nd MODIS receiving station . 

Willem Marais appointed

4 Sept 2001
Kruger Park Fire Disaster in 

which 23 people died.

Nov 2002
Appointed as Junior researcher 
at the CSIR SAC.

2003
Subcontracted the University of 
Maryland ($80 000) to Develop 

AFIS version 1

2004
Inauguration of the 1st MODIS 
receiving station by the deputy 

Minister

2006
National Geographic 

5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ΨbŀƪŜŘ 9ŀǊǘƘέ 
featured AFIS
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AFIS Timeline: 2001 - 2008



Fire Dashboard
1st dashboard of its kind in the world. 

Linda joined the group

Alert Platform
Development of the Wide Area Alert 

Platform by Graeme Mcferren.

Fire Danger Reports
hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ C5L ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ct!ΩǎΦ 

Ndumisoand Lufunojoined

CSIR KnysnaReport
CSIR report provided info on the 

cause and spread of disastrous fires 

New Viewer
Launch of the in house developed 

(ICT4EO) AFIS viewer based on OGC 
standards

Field Terminal
Development of the AFIS Field 

Terminal within the AMESD Wildfire 
service. CheewaiLai joined

AFIS Mobile app
Development of the AFIS mobile app 
by Derick Swanepoel. Riaan v.dDool

joined

Automated  BA mapping
Mapping of all Cape fires during 

2014/2015. Werner joined  and build 
an android version of the AFIS app

Incident Reporting 
Online Incident reporting and 

Statistics system linked to the AFIS 
database
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AFIS Timeline: 2009 - 2017
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Southern Cape fires (25 Oct ï4 Nov)

Sudden DSR increase
20 Oct2018

Fires -23 Oct 2018
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AFIS Mobile app use during November

User stats: 7000 users with 30 000 sessions  


